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We, Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, President of the State of the United Arab 

Emirates,

Having considered the Constitution, and

Federal Law No. (1) of 1972 regarding the Functions of Ministries and the 

Powers of Ministers and the amending laws thereof;

Federal Law No. (7) of 1973 regarding Radio Communications and 

Apparatus and the amending laws thereof;

Federal Law No. (7) of 1976 establishing the State Audit Institution and its 

amendments;

Federal Law No. (8) of 1984 regarding Commercial Companies and the 

amending laws thereof;

Federal Law No. (5) of 1985 issuing the Civil Transactions Code and the 

amending laws thereof;

Federal Law No. (3) of 1987 issuing the Penal Code;

Federal Law No. (1) of 1991 regarding Emirates Telecommunications 

Corporation;

Federal Law No. (10) of 1992 issuing the Law of Evidence in Civil and 

Commercial Transactions;

Federal Law No. (18) of 1993 issuing the Commercial Transactions Code;

Federal Law No. (7) of 1999 issuing the Pension and Social Security Law; 

and, on the basis of the proposal of the Prime Minister and the approval of 

the Cabinet, have issued the following Law by Decree:

Federal Law by Decree No. (3) of 2003 regarding the Organization of the Telecommunications Sector, as amended

FEDERAL LAW BY DECREE NO. (3) OF 2003
REGARDING THE ORGANIZATION OF THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECTOR



DEFINITIONS

CHAPTER 1
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Article (1)
In applying this Decree-Law, the following terms shall have the following meanings 
unless the context requires otherwise:

UAE: the United Arab Emirates

Government: the government of the United Arab Emirates

Government Entities: Federal ministries and local departments, authorities and 
public organizations linked thereto, including the armed forces, police and security 
services of the State but excluding any commercial company or establishment even 
if it is owned by any of the foregoing or in which any of the foregoing may have an 
interest

TDRA: Telecommunications and Digital Government Regulating Authority

Board: the Board of Directors of TDRA

Chairman: the Chairman of the Board of Directors of TDRA

Board Members: the persons appointed to the Board in accordance with the provisions 
of the Law

Director General: the Director General of TDRA

Executive Order: the executive order issued in accordance with the Law

Regulated Activities: either the operation of a Public Telecommunications Network 
or the supply of Telecommunications Services to subscribers and all other types of 
activities specified by the Board in accordance with the provisions of the Law

Licensees: Etisalat Corporation and such entities as may be licensed by TDRA 
pursuant to the provisions of the Law and its Executive Order

Replaced by Federal Law by Decree No. (5) of 2008 Amending Federal Law by Decree No. (3) 
of 2003 Organizing the Telecommunications Sector
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License: a license issued pursuant to the provisions of the Law and its Executive Order 
which allows the Licensee to carry out any of the Regulated Activities;

Interconnection: the linking by whatever means of Telecommunications Networks in 
order to allow users of one entity to communicate with users of the same or another 
entity or enabling the users to make use of Telecommunications Services provided by 
another entity

Interconnection Agreement: an agreement under which the Interconnection will be 
achieved pursuant to the rules and conditions issued by TDRA

Telecommunications Network: a system comprising one or more items of apparatus 
or means of communication for transmitting, broadcasting, switching or receiving of 
Telecommunications Services, by means of electric, magnetic, electro-magnetic, 
electro-chemical or electro-mechanical energy and any other means of 
communication

Telecommunications Network Public: a Telecommunications Network operated for 
the provision of Public Telecommunications Services to subscribers by a Licensee 
pursuant to the provisions of the Law

Private Telecommunications Network: a Telecommunications Network operated 
exclusively to serve the requirements of and to benefit one person or a group of 
persons who have a common ownership

Telecommunications Services: the service of transmitting, broadcasting, switching or 
receiving by means of a Telecommunications Network of any of the following:

Wired and wireless telecommunications

Voice, music and other sounds

Visual images

Signals used in radio and TV broadcasting

Signals used to operate or control any machinery or apparatus
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The installation, maintenance, adjustment, repair, replacement, moving or removal of 
apparatus which is or will be connected to a Public Telecommunications Network

The construction, maintenance and operation of networks for telegraph, telephone, 
telex, leased circuits, domestic and international data networks, Internet and Wireless 
Transmission

Any other Telecommunications Services approved by the Board 

Public Telecommunications Services: any Telecommunications Services provided to 
all subscribers or a part thereof in consideration of a fee; 

Wireless Transmission: the transmitting or receiving of electro-magnetic energy 
which may be used for the conveyance of data, messages, voice or visual images, or 
for the operation or control of machinery and apparatus;

Telecommunications Apparatus: apparatus made or adapted for use in transmitting, 
receiving or conveying any of the Telecommunications Services through a 
Telecommunications Network;

Etisalat Corporation: the Emirates Telecommunications Corporation regulated by 
Federal Law No. (1) of 1991 regarding Emirates Telecommunications Corporation; 

Private Lands: any land owned by, granted to or leased to any person other than 
Government Entities;

Public Lands: all lands under the control or ownership of any Government Entity, 
excluding Private Lands; and

Decree-Law: the Federal Law by Decree No. (3) of 2003 regarding the Organization of 
the Telecommunications Sector and its amendments.

Federal Law by Decree No. (3) of 2003 regarding the Organization of the Telecommunications Sector, as amended
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 
SUPERVISING THE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECTOR

“Supreme Committee” has been replaced with “Board of Directors” according to 
Federal Law by Decree No. (5) of 2008 Amending Federal Law
by Decree No. (3) of 2003 Organizing the Telecommunications Sector

CHAPTER 2



Article (2)
[Repealed]

Article (3)
[Repealed]

Article (4)
[Repealed]

Article (5)
[Repealed]
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS
AND DIGITAL GOVERNMENT
REGULATORY AUTHORITY 

CHAPTER 3
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Part 1
Establishment of TDRA

Article (6)
It is hereby established an independent public authority, called the 
“Telecommunications and Digital Government Regulating Authority”   for the purpose 
of carrying out the duties and tasks entrusted to it under this Decree-Law and its 
Executive Order.

Article (7)
TDRA shall have an independent legal personality and shall have full capacity to 
act accordingly and to perform legal actions in accordance with this Decree-Law, 
including the capacity to enter into contracts of all types and to own and lease 
movable and immovable assets and the capacity to sue. TDRA shall have financial 
and administrative independence in carrying out its affairs.
              
Article (8)
The headquarters of TDRA shall be in Abu Dhabi and it shall also have an office in 
Dubai. The Board may establish other offices for TDRA within the UAE. 

Article (9)
TDRA shall conduct its business in accordance with this Decree-Law and its 
Executive Order, and shall have the power to issue its financial and internal 
policies, contracting, purchasing policies, and all personnel and disciplinary 
policies for all employees of TDRA without the need to abide by the government 
laws, decisions, rules and regulations applicable in this regard.

Name changed from «TRA» to «TDRA» based on Federal Law by Decree No. (23) of 2020
Amending Federal Law by Decree No. (3) of 2003 Organizing the Telecommunications Sector
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