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Preface and Notes to Potential Respondents

In keeping with its values of Transparency and sector engagement, the TDRA wishes to review and study the impact of regulatory instruments issued by it to keep abreast of developments to better involve all stakeholders. The TDRA strives to meet the needs of the sector and seeks the views and feedback from the sector for the revision of the regulations. The purpose of this document is to invite comments from stakeholders regarding the TDRA’s intention to revise TDRA – Guidelines for Coordination of Satellite Networks V2.0 in accordance with the Telecom Law. 

Stakeholders who wish to respond to this consultation should do so in writing to the TDRA on or before the response date stated on the front cover of this document. 
The comments which are contained in any response to this consultation should be clearly identified with respect to the specific question in this consultation to which such comments refer. Any comments which are of a general nature and not in response to a particular question should be clearly identified as such. 

Responses to this consultation should be made in writing and provided electronically in MS Word format and Adobe PDF format, on or before the response date stated on the front cover of this document. Responses must be accompanied by the full contacts details (contact name, e-mail address and phone and fax numbers) of the respondent to: 

spectrumconsultation@TDRA.gov.ae; 

Executive Director Spectrum Affairs
Telecommunications and Digital Government Regulatory Authority
P.O. Box 26662
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Respondents are advised that it will be the general intention of the TDRA to publish in full the responses received to this consultation. Additionally, the TDRA may, at its discretion generate and publish a “Summary of Responses” document at the conclusion of this consultation. Accordingly, the Summary of Responses may include references to and citations (in whole or in part) of comments which have been received. The TDRA recognizes that certain responses may include commercially sensitive and confidential information which the respondent may not wish to be published. In the event that a response contains confidential information, it shall be the responsibility of the respondent to clearly mark any information which is considered to be of a confidential nature. 






In any event, the respondent shall be required to submit two versions of its response to the TDRA as follows:

· A full copy of its response in MS Word format with any confidential information clearly marked. The TDRA will not publish the Word document and will only use it for internal purposes.

· A publishable copy of its response in Adobe PDF format. The TDRA will publish the PDF version in its entirety. Thus, the respondent should take care to redact any commercially sensitive and confidential information in the PDF version of its response.

By participating in this consultation and by providing a PDF version of its response the respondent expressly authorizes the TDRA to publish the submitted PDF version of its response in full.

It should be noted that none of the ideas expressed or comments made in this consultation document will necessarily result in formal decisions by the TDRA and nothing contained herein shall limit or otherwise restrict the TDRA’s powers to regulate the telecommunications sector at any time.

If any Person or entity seeks to clarify or discuss any part of this Regulations can request for a meeting in writing again to the above E-mail and then TDRA will set the meetings in the period from 07 to 09  October 2025 so that formal comments can still be received by 12.00pm on 24 October 2025.






















Consultation Schedule

	Milestone
	Due Date
	Notes

		Closing Date for Initial Responses 



	24 October 2025
		All responses to this consultation should be properly received by no later than 12.00 noon on the closing date. Responses are to be submitted in electronic format as set out in this
consultation document.




		Latest date for requests	for extension to the due date for Initial Responses.



	17 October 2025
		Stakeholders wishing to secure an extension to the Closing Date for Initial Responses may apply in writing to the TDRA for such an extension. The request should set out the rationale for the request.

Requests for extension should be submitted by e-mail to the e-mail address shown above.

The TDRA will not consider any requests for extension, which the TDRA receives after 12.00 noon on the date stated here.

The TDRA will consider requests to extend the Closing Date for Initial Responses and will take into account such factors as:
the number of such requests received; the rationale for such requests; and the effect on the overall time-scale of the particular project in question. In the event that the TDRA extends the Closing Date for Initial Responses, the TDRA will publish the revised closing
date on its website.
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1 Introduction

1.1 The TDRA intends to revise its Space Services framework, which comprises of three documents: the Space Services Policy V1.0, the Earth Stations Regulations V4.0 and the Guidelines for Coordination of Satellite Networks V2.0 This particular consultation document outlines the draft version of the Guidelines for International Registration of Satellite Networks V3.0 in order to contextualize this document and to enable the TDRA to ask pertinent questions. All text in this consultation document should be read and interpreted as draft text and not as recording decisions of the TDRA.
1.2 The TDRA seeks to consider inputs of all industry stakeholders regarding these changes, which are increasingly relevant and valuable in the TDRA’s exercise of its duties and legal mandates.
1.3 Additionally, the TDRA strives to follow the principles of Transparency, fairness and openness in dealings with customers, partners and other stakeholders and, therefore considers that it is important to take into account the views of those who have a legitimate interest in the outcomes of the TDRA’s regulation.
1.4 In the ensuing text, significant changes are marked as follows:
· Additions are highlighted in yellow 
· Deletions are struck-through and highlighted in grey

















2 Matters for Discussion and Consultation

Article (1)
PurposeScope of Document
1.1 The TDRAGeneral Authority for Regulating the Telecommunication Sector (Authority) is the department responsible for the registration of all national Allotments, Assignments, and Satellite Network filings recorded in the Master Register of in the ITU. The Authority represents the UAE Administration at the ITU and acts as the UAE notifying Administration under the ITU procedures.
1.2 The Operators are the bodies responsible for operating the Satellite Networks of the UAE.
1.3 These guidelines summarise the procedures that are necessary for the submission and processing of applications for Satellite Network filings through the UAE Administration. They include details of the coordination and registration processes required for international recognition under the ITU procedures.
1.4 These guidelines also describe the roles and responsibilities of, and identify and organize the workflow between the Authority, and the Applicants and Operators in the UAE, for each of the different types of applications that are currently permitted under the ITU RR.
1.5 These guidelines contain references to the ITU RR for information purposes only. All such references are correct, as far as the Authority is aware, at the time of publication of these guidelines. Applicants are encouraged to consult the current Rule of Procedure and Radio Regulations before submitting an application. 
1.6 The provisions of thisese guidelines have been revised to ensure its alignment with government policies and international developments in the space sector. alignment manual to achieve society happiness and ensure to measure the effect of this guidelines on life quality depending on the scope of the guidelines and its objectives
1.7 The procedure set out in these guidelines is subject to change in accordance with the ITU RR, which may require the Authority to modify some aspects of these guidelines from time to time. The Authority therefore reserves the right to implement and amend these guidelines at its own discretion with prior notice to the Applicants.
1.8 All confidential information provided to the Authority, and marked as such, shall be maintained confidentially by the Authority.
Question 1: Do you agree with the changes to this article?



Article (2)
Definitions
2 
2.1 The terms, words and phrases used in these guidelines have the same meaning as ascribed to them in the Telecom Law (Federal Law by Decree No. 3 of 2003 as amended) and its Executive Order. In addition, these guidelines expressly provide for the meaning and context in which those terms shall be interpreted, as follows:
2.1.1 "Administration" means any governmental department (whether in the UAE or another member state of the ITU) which is responsible for undertaking the obligations set out in the ITU Constitution and Convention and in the Administrative Regulations.
2.1.2 "Allotment" means the entry of one or more designated frequency channels in an agreed Plan, adopted by a competent ITU conference, for use by one or more Administrations for a terrestrial or space radiocommunication service in one or more identified countries or geographical areas and under specified conditions.
2.1.3 "API" or “Advance Publication Information” means a submission to the ITU as required under Article 9.1 of the ITU RR.
2.1.4 "Appendix 4" means the appendix in the ITU RR that includes, but is not limited to, the consolidated list and tables of characteristics for use in the application of: the submission of Advance Publication Information; the submission of a Coordination Request; submissions relating to Planned Bands; submission of information relating to Notification and recording of Assignments, as more fully described and set out in the ITU RR. 
2.1.5 “Applicant” means, for the purposes of these guidelines, any Person who makes a request to the Authority for the submission of a Satellite Network filing or Earth Station filing in accordance with these guidelines, in relation to Non-Planned Assignments or Planned Assignments and who meets either or both of the following criteria:
2.1.5.1 if the Satellite Network filing is to be used to provide telecommunications services, the Applicant must hold a relevant telecommunications license in accordance with the Federal Law by Decree No. 3 of 2003, or any other Regulatory InstrumentsInstrument issued by the Authority; and/or 
2.1.5.2 in all other cases where the Satellite Network filing is not intended for the direct provision of telecommunications services, the Applicant should be a company or organisation (including research or higher educational entity) registered in the UAE and who intends to become an Operator and will at all times must be one of the following categories, maintain a TT&C facility, appropriate to the relevant Satellite filing:
should:
2.1.5.2.1 a company or organisation (including research or higher educational entity registered in the UAE) Government Entity
2.1.5.2.2 an Operator
2.1.5.2.3 a UAE-registered academic or research institution. Applicants in this category will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis by the Authority
2.1.6 "Assignments" means an authorization given by an Administration for a radio station to use a radio frequency or radio frequency channel under specified conditions.
2.1.7 "Authority” or “TDRA" means the General Authority for Regulating the Telecommunication Sector known as the Telecommunications And Digital Government Regulatory Authority (TRA) established pursuant to the provisions of Article 6 of Federal Law by Decree No. 3 of 2003 (as amended).
2.1.8 "CR" means a request for coordination of Satellite Networks, which is a submission to the ITU as required in Article 9.30 of the ITU RR.
2.1.9 “Earth Station” means a station located either on the Earth's surface or within the major portion of the Earth's atmosphere and is intended for communication with one or more space stations, or with one or more stations of the same kind by means of one or more reflecting Satellites or other objects in space.
2.1.10 “Government Entity” Federal ministries and local departments, authorities and public organizations linked thereto, including the armed forces, police and security services of the State but excluding any commercial company or establishment even if its owned by any of the foregoing or in which any of the foregoing may have any interest.
2.1.11 “Harmful Interference” means interference which impairs the functioning of a Radiocommunication Service or which materially degrades or obstructs or repeatedly interrupts a Radiocommunication Service.
2.1.12 "ITU" means the International Telecommunication Union which is an international treaty organisation and is an agency of the United Nations established by its relevant Constitution and Convention, the United Nations specialized agency for information and communication technologies.
2.1.13 "ITU BR" means the Radiocommunication Bureau of the ITU, which is the organization within the ITU which is responsible for receiving, processing and publishing API, CR and Notifications. 
2.1.14 "ITU RR" means the Radio Regulations of the ITU which, with the Constitution and Convention of the ITU, forms an international treaty governing the use of the electromagnetic spectrum that has been ratified by the UAE. 
2.1.15 [bookmark: _Hlk508226434]"Master Register" means the Master International Frequency Register, which is the ITU database which contains recorded frequency Assignments in accordance with Article 8 of the ITU RR.
2.1.16  “NGSO” means a non-geostationary Satellite orbit, referring to any orbit at an altitude and inclination such that the Satellite does not remain stationery relative to a specific point on the Earth’s surface.
2.1.17 “Non-Planned Bands” means those frequency bands not related to those described in Appendices 30, 30A and 30B of the ITU RR.
2.1.18 “Notification” means a submission to the ITU as required in Article 11.15 of the ITU.
2.1.19 [bookmark: _Hlk511778546]"Operator" means a Person responsible for operating the UAE Satellite Networks/Systems of the UAE after successful submission of an application for a Satellite filing (whether in relation to non-planned frequency Assignments or planned frequency Assignments) in accordance with these guidelines.
2.1.20 “Plan” or “Planned Bands” means those frequency bands and the related Allotments which are described in Appendices 30, 30A and 30B of the ITU RR.
2.1.21 “Satellite” means a body which revolves around another body of preponderant mass and which has a motion primarily and permanently determined by the force of attraction of that other body.
2.1.22 “Satellite Network” means a Satellite System or a part of a Satellite System consisting of only one Satellite and the cooperating Earth Stations.
2.1.23 “Satellite System” means a space system using one or more artificial Earth Satellites.
2.1.24 "TT&C" or “Telemetry, Tracking and Command” means the entirety of the facilities and necessary staff for the control of a Satellite System and to maintain its safe operations within its assigned orbital parameters.
Question 2: Do you have any proposed modifications/additions/deletions to the Definitions?

Article (3)
[bookmark: _Hlk512358776]Introduction to ITU Satellite Network Fillings 
3 
3.1 ITU Satellite filings are required to secure international recognition of Satellite Networks and associated frequency Assignments, and to coordinate use of orbital and spectrum resources in accordance with the ITU Radio Regulations.
3.2 The filing process consists of several stages for non-planned and planned bands. For non-planned bands, there are three key stages: 
3.2.1 Advanced Publication Information (API),
3.2.2 Coordination Request (CR), and
3.2.3 Notification (N)
3.3 The Authority acts as the notifying administration for the UAE, and is responsible for:
3.3.1 reviewing, validating and approving applications
3.3.2 submitting filings to the ITU, and
3.3.3 facilitating required coordination for the submitted filings
Question 3: Do you think this is a clear introduction to the ITU Satellite Network Fillings? Would you add or remove any details?



Article (34)
Procedure for Satellite Network Filings Submission
4 
4.1 [bookmark: _Ref202365114]An Applicant may make a request to the Authority for the submission of a new Satellite Network filing, consisting of:
4.1.1 Non-Planned Assignments under the provisions of Articles 9 and 11 of the ITU RR (where an Assignment results from an application by an Applicant for an Assignment in certain bands with a specific coverage and orbital position or orbit constellation and where the applications will be filed by the Authority on a first-come-first-served basis); or 
4.1.2 Planned, modified or additional Assignments under the Plan provisions of Appendices 30 (broadcasting-satellite service), 30A (feeder links for broadcasting-satellite service), and 30B (fixed-satellite service) of the ITU RR (where the bands are subject to a priori planning)
4.2 The Applicant making a request under 34.1 to the Authority shall provide the necessary Appendix 4 data in required ITU format. as follows:
4 [bookmark: _Ref202365159]
4.1 
4.1.1 In relation to those Satellite Networks not subject to the coordination procedure set out in the ITU RR, the first stage is the submission of the API to the Authority. The date of receipt by the ITU of the API from the Authority marks the start of the regulatory period. Such Satellite Networks are required to be notified and brought into use in accordance with the ITU RR, as appropriate. 
4.1.2 [bookmark: _Ref202365171]In relation to those Satellite Networks in the non-planned bands Non-Planned Bands subject to the coordination procedure set out in the ITU RR, the first stage is the submission of the CR (compliant with the ITU RR) to the Authority, in accordance with the ITU procedures. The date of receipt by the ITU of the CR from the Authority marks the start of the regulatory period. Such Satellite Networks are required to be notified and brought into use in accordance with the ITU RR, as appropriate.
4.1.3 [bookmark: _Ref202365182]In relation to Earth Stations subject to the coordination procedure set out in the ITU RR, the first stage is the submission of the CR (compliant with the ITU RR), which, where relevant, shall include diagrams indicating the location of the Earth Station and associated coordination areas, to the Authority, and the Authority shall transmit such CR directly to relevant affected Administrations, in accordance with the ITU procedures. Such Earth Stations are required to be notified in accordance with the ITU RR, as appropriate.
4.1.4 [bookmark: _Ref202365189]In relation to Planned Bands:
4.1.4.1 [bookmark: _Ref501384941]under Appendix 30 and Appendix 30A of the ITU RR, a “Part A” publication represents a request for coordination submitted under or subject to the procedures of Appendix 30 and Appendix 30A, and it must be received by the ITU BR in accordance with the ITU RR; and 
4.1.4.2 under Appendix 30B of the ITU RR, to make use of the Plan one of four (4) processes needs to be undertaken, each requiring the submission of Appendix 4 data under or subject to the procedures of Appendix 30B, and a successful application will result in an Assignment being recorded in the Appendix 30B List.
4.1.5 In relation to the Notification of an Assignment in a Satellite Network (in relation to 4.2.1 and 4.2.2) in accordance with the ITU RR, a Notification constituting a “receivable notice” (in accordance with the ITU Rules of Procedure) shall be submitted to the Authority to be forwarded to the ITU BR.
4.1.6 In relation to the Notification of an Assignment relating to an Earth Station (in relation to 3.2.3) in accordance with the ITU RR, Notification information constituting a “receivable notice” (in accordance with the ITU Rules of Procedure) must be submitted to the Authority.
4.1.7 [bookmark: _Hlk511830176]In relation to the Notification of an Assignment in a Satellite Network subject to a Plan (in relation to 3.2.4) in accordance with the ITU RR, Part B information (in respect of notices under Appendix 30 or Appendix 30A) or a submission requesting entry into the list under No. 6.17 of Appendix 30B, as well as the corresponding Notification information (which may be submitted at the same time or subsequently), each constituting a "receivable notice" (in accordance with the ITU Rules of Procedure) must be submitted to the Authority to be forwarded to the ITU BR.  Such Satellite Networks are required to be brought into use in accordance with the ITU RR.
4.2 
4.3 The Applicant may be requested to accompany its submission with the following information to support the achievement of the Authority’s Objectives as outlined in Article 5 of the Space Services Policy:
4.3.1 a summary business plan describing the intended service model, deployment timeline, and target markets;
4.3.2 a description of the anticipated benefits, including contributions to the space sector, digital ecosystem, or research and development objectives;
4.3.3 technical details regarding the planned Satellite capacity usage and the expected coverage area within the UAE, if applicable;
4.3.4 information on any existing or planned partnerships with UAE-based entities or institutions.
4.3 [bookmark: _Ref501448858]Prior to the submission of a Notification to the ITU BR, the Applicant should provide:
4.3.1 for those Satellite Networks not subject to the coordination procedure set out in the ITU RR, a list of concerns received from Administrations and how such concerns were addressed; or
4.3.2 for those Satellite Networks subject to the coordination procedure set out in the ITU RR, copies of any relevant agreements, as agreed with the Authority, with affected UAE and non-UAE networks with higher regulatory precedence. 
4.3.3 for those Satellite Networks subject to the coordination procedure set out in the ITU RR where coordination could not be successfully completed, and the Applicant proposes to submit Notification data to the ITU BR under the ITU RR, the Applicant should provide a summary indicating efforts made to effect coordination and its plan as to how to eliminate any Harmful Interference caused to any recorded Assignment that is the basis for the proposed recording, in accordance with the ITU RR.
4.4 [bookmark: _Ref506545876][bookmark: _Ref501382987][bookmark: _Ref502762704]Resolution 49 of the ITU RR requires Administrations to obtain certain information from Applicants on their Satellite Networks, which includes information relating to the contractual status of the Satellite and the launch vehicle. This The due diligence information, required under Resolution 49, shall be submitted to the Authority at least one (1) month prior to the ITU deadline.
4.5 If Notification occurs before the Authority submits the Assignments for bringing into use on behalf of an Operator, the Authority shall inform the ITU BR within thirty (30) days of the date when the Satellite Network’s Assignments have been brought into use, in accordance with the ITU RR. 
4.6 The Authority should submit filings to the ITU BR in date and time order of receipt by the Authority of the complete applications from Applicants. If multiple applications are submitted to the Authority on the same day, then the one with the earlier time stamp should be submitted to the ITU BR first.
4.5 [bookmark: _Ref202365429]Applicants should, as appropriate, provide the following information to the Authority within the following timescales. The Authority has the right not to submit any filing if it reasonably believes that the required information has not been provided by the Applicant.

	[bookmark: _Hlk510276488][bookmark: _Hlk510276713]Required information
	Timescale

	
	Non-Planned Bands
	Planned Bands

	Required information
	Timescale

	All submissions for a new Satellite Network or Earth Station filing should be submitted by a duly authorized representative of the Applicant and should contain the following:  
(i) evidence that the Applicant fulfils the definition of “applicant” specified in these guidelines; is an “applicant” as defined in these guidelines;
(ii) [bookmark: _Hlk522405366]evidence that the Applicant is an Operator or intends to become an Operator as defined in these guidelines; 
(iii) an explanation of the type of service to be provided by means of the Satellite Network;
(iv) in respect of an application for a Satellite Network, evidence of the Applicant’s ability to control the operation of the proposed Satellite Network through a TT&C facility; and
(v) all necessary data, including the Applicant’s Satellite Network Filing Validation Report generated through the ITU Validation Software (if applicable), required to support the application and all necessary data demonstrating that the Satellite Network: (a) meets the requirements specified in these guidelines; (b) will be consistent with the ITU RR and with the ITU and UAE tables of frequency allocations within the meaning of the ITU RR; and (c) will be compliant with any relevant regulations of the Authority, in force at the time of the Satellite Network filing.  
(vi) evidence of compliance with ITU RR and UAE tables of frequency allocations and  any relevant regulations of the Authority
	On submission of the API or CR 
	On submission of an Application related to AP30/30A/30B

	Demonstration/justification specific to planned bands (technical conformity with relevant Plan characteristics, justification for modifications),
	
-
	On submission of an Application related to AP30/30A/30B

	Information providing the material basis for the submission of the Notification including Satellite Network Filing Validation Report generated through the ITU Validation Software  (e.g. Satellite procurement contracts and launch services contracts or agreements to use an in-orbit Satellite and to operate the Satellite Network). Such information should be marked as confidential and shall be maintained by the Authority as such.
	On Notification of the Assignment.
	
-

	An impact assessment in relation to existing national Satellite Networks and proposals to avoid causing Harmful Interference, including confirmation of any mitigation measures to avoid Harmful Interference to such existing national Satellite Networks.
	On Notification of the Assignment.
	

-

	[bookmark: _Hlk522406301]Evidence that the applicantApplicant has TT&C facility for controlling the satelliteSatellite Network
	On Notification of the Assignment.
	
-

	[bookmark: _Hlk511780083]A report summarizing the status of coordination and any outstanding issues.
	On Notification of the Assignment

	On Notification of the Assignment.

	A report regarding any outstanding issues that have been identified for filings in frequency bands not subject to coordination.
	On Notification of the Assignment
	
-

	Confirmation in writing of a successful launch or the successful use of an existing Satellite in orbit to bring into use the Satellite Network.
	On bringing into use of the Satellite Network.
	
-

	Any additional information that may be required or requested by the Authority including, but not limited to, information that may be requested by the ITU BR.
	As required or requested by the Authority.
	As required or requested by the Authority.




	Planned Bands
	

	Required information
	Timescale

	All applications (for modification of a Plan either through changing the characteristics of an Allotment/ Plan / Assignment or by making an additional use or any other relevant applications as may be in accordance with the ITU RR) should be signed by a duly authorized representative of the Applicant and should contain the following:  
(i) evidence that the Applicant is an “Applicant” as defined in these guidelines;
(ii) evidence that the Applicant is an Operator or intends to become an Operator as defined in these guidelines; 
(iii) an explanation of the type of service to be provided by means of the Satellite Network; 
(iv) evidence of the Applicant's ability to control the operation of the proposed Satellite Network through a TT&C facility; and
(v) all necessary data, including the Applicant’s Validation Report generated through the ITU Validation Software, required to support the application and all necessary data demonstrating that the Satellite Network: (i) meets the requirements specified in these guidelines; (ii) will be consistent with the ITU RR and with the ITU and UAE tables of frequency allocations within the meaning of the ITU RR; and (iii) will be compliant with any relevant regulations of the Authority. 
	As required or requested by the Authority.


	The Applicant should, as appropriate, provide the following to the Authority: 
(i) in the case of the submission of an Application under Appendix 30/30A/30B, a demonstration that the technical characteristics of the Satellite Network conform to those of the relevant Plan;
(ii) justification for any modification to the relevant Planned bands; and
(iii) any additional information that may be required or requested by the Authority, including but not limited to information that may be requested by the ITU BR.
The specific procedures in the relevant Appendix (30, 30A or 30B) to the ITU RR in relation to the coordination and Notification of the changes to the relevant Plan should be followed by the Applicant.
	On submission of an Application related to AP30/30A/30B

	A report summarizing the status of coordination activities. 
	On Notification of the Assignment.

	Any additional information that may be required or requested by the Authority, including but not limited to information that may be requested by the ITU BR.

	As required or requested by the Authority.



4 [bookmark: _Ref497821759][bookmark: _Ref500852564]
4.6 
4.7 
4.8 Where complete AP4 data has been received from the concerned Applicant in the correct form for satellite networks and provided that 3.9 does not apply, the Authority shall submit the relevant request to the ITU BR (and shall provide a copy of any such submission to the ITU BR to the concerned Applicant) within ten (10) working days of receipt from the Applicant. 
4.9 [bookmark: _Ref202365223][bookmark: _Ref497821753]The Authority may return the data to the concerned Applicant for any modifications, as it finds appropriate to meet the ITU RR requirements, prior to the submission to the ITU BR, and within the five (5) working day period from the date of receipt. 
4.10 [bookmark: _Ref497821725]In the case where the acknowledgement, or any other communication regarding the submission under 3.11 is received from the ITU BR, the Authority will consequently forward such correspondence to the concerned Applicant, within five (5) working days from the date of receipt.
4.11 [bookmark: _Ref497821776][bookmark: _Ref500852735][bookmark: _Ref202365252]In the case where there is a communication from the ITU BR regarding the Application, the concerned Applicant shall take all necessary measures to make the appropriate resubmission as per the ITU RR. This resubmission should be provided to the Authority within a period not exceeding five (5) days prior to its deadline, if any. If there is no such deadline, the resubmission should be provided by the Applicant to the Authority as soon as reasonably practicable. 
4.7 
4.8 
4.9 
4.10 
4.11 
4.12 When the Authority receives a response to the correspondence from the Applicant under 3.11 the Authority shall submit it to the ITU BR before its deadline, copying the concerned Operator into the correspondence. However, the Authority may liaise with the concerned Applicant for any modifications, as it finds appropriate, prior to the resubmission to the ITU BR.
4.13 [bookmark: _Ref497821788]When the Authority receives correspondence from different Administrations, or the ITU BR, regarding the published API, CR and/or other related published data, it shall consequently forward it to the concerned Applicant as soon as reasonably practicable.
4.14 When the Applicant prepares a response to the correspondence received under 3.13, this response shall be provided to the Authority as soon as reasonably practicable so that it can be forwarded to the concerned Administration or the ITU BR.
4.15 [bookmark: _Ref202365415][bookmark: _Ref497821794]If an Applicant requires correspondence to be sent to different Administrations, or the ITU BR, regarding any published Satellite Network filing of other Administrations, the Applicant should make a request to the Authority, as soon as practicable, attaching a draft of the desired correspondence. The Applicant shall submit his request to the Authority at least two (2) weeks before any applicable deadline. 
4.16 When the Authority receives the draft correspondence from the Applicant under 3.15, the Authority, after examination, should send the correspondence to the addressed Administration or the ITU BR as soon as reasonably practicable and before any applicable deadline. The Applicant should be copied on this correspondence.
4.17 The Authority may liaise with the concerned Applicant for any modifications, as it finds appropriate, prior to the submission to the addressed Administration or the ITU BR.
4 
4.6 
4.7 
4.8 
4.9 
4.10 
4.11 
4.12 
4.13 
4.14 
4.15 
4.16 
4.17 
4.18 The Authority has the right to modify any correspondence which is going to be sent by the Authority, as it finds appropriate, and in accordance with the ITU RR and UAE radiocommunications policies and legislative instruments and the UAE regulatory framework. 
4.6 The Authority has the right to reject, amend or modify such applications as it finds appropriate., or to limit or cease operations or services pursuant to an approved Satellite filing should the Authority, in its sole and absolute discretion, determine that such actions are necessary to protect or preserve the Satellite Network or respective Assignments and Allotments.
4.7 All applications received by the Authority from the Applicants get evaluated against the existing systems with the aim of protecting these systems.
4.21 The Authority reserves the right to limit or suspend operations in relation to any Assignments, as appropriate.
4 
4.10 
4.11 
4.12 
4.13 
4.14 
4.15 
4.16 
4.17 
4.18 
4.19 
4.20 
4.21 
4.22 Performance by the Authority of the Administration function and its provision of support in respect of a Satellite System filing or intended filing is contingent on the relevant Operator conforming to the requirements in these guidelines. Where the Operator fails to fulfil the requirements of these guidelines despite a previous written warning from the Authority, the Authority may discontinue Satellite coordination work and/or discontinue other support activities in respect of the relevant Satellite Network.
4.23 If, in the opinion of the Authority, information provided by the concerned Operator shows that insufficient progress has been made against the provided information detailed in 3.74.8 above, the Authority will consult with the relevant Operator and provide it with an opportunity to remedy the situation within a specified time frame. If the Operator fails to remedy the situation within that time frame, the Authority may cancel the filing.
4.24 In the event that the Authority establishes that a Satellite Network is operating outside either its characteristics as recorded in the Master Register or (where the ITU BR has not completed the processing of the relevant notice under the ITU RR) the notified characteristics of the Satellite Network, the Authority will consult with the relevant Operator and request that the matter be remedied within six (6) months unless the Operator otherwise provides appropriate justification as may be acceptable to the Authority. If it is not so remedied within that time period, the Authority may request the ITU BR to either suspend or cancel the Assignment.
Question 4: Do you agree with the changes to this article?



Article (45)
Evaluation of Applications and Coordination of Satellite Networks
I - Concerning Non-Planned Assignments
5 
5.1 The Authority should will evaluate applications from Applicants for Non-Planned Assignments before submitting to the ITU. in date and time order of receipt by the Authority of the complete applications from Applicants.
5.2 Sections I or II of Article 5 (as appropriate) applies to all coordination meetings between Administrations in which the Authority participates or is requested to participate.
5.3 Where coordination is still in progress, the Authority may submit the relevant Notification data concerning the Satellite Network which is the subject of the application, to the ITU BR, but should only do so where the concerned Applicant has provided the following to the Authority: 
5.3.1 written information on the status of the coordination in relation to each Satellite Network with which coordination is continuing; 
5.3.2 evidence of coordination efforts with those Satellite Networks where no agreement has been achieved; 
5.3.3 a written statement of any commitment to non-interference in the case of any Assignment proposed to be notified under the ITU RR; and
5.3.4 any further evidence in support of a request for such Notification to the ITU BR that the Authority may require.
5.4 In such cases, the Authority may require the concerned Applicant, to both eliminate any Harmful Interference that may be caused to any other Satellite Network with higher precedence and to accept interference from the Satellite Network with higher precedence. 
5.5 [bookmark: _Ref202365449]The Authority should consider a request from Applicants to deal directly with operators of other affected Satellite Networks in respect of the technical and operational aspects of network coordination requirements. Decisions on such requests are at the discretion of the Authority.  
5.6 Where the Authority is willing to agree to such a request under 4.5, it may if appropriate or necessary, issue a letter of introduction to the relevant national Administration for the other operator, confirming the Authority's authorization to the concerned Applicant, in relation to the specified Satellite Network, to enter into coordination and to conclude operator to operator agreements (subject to ratification by the relevant Administrations, including the Authority) with other affected operators.  This will be subject to the condition that the concerned Applicant will not be authorized to sign any such agreements on behalf of the Authority or otherwise to represent the Authority
II - Concerning Planned Assignments / Allotment
5.2 Where an Applicant requests the use of an available Plan Assignments / Allotment of the UAE, the Authority will in principle evaluate the request on merit taking into account alternative proposals from any other Applicants. 
5.3 An Applicant may seek to modify a Planned Assignment / Allotment. The detailed procedures are set out in the relevant Appendix of the ITU RR.
5.4 Where an application is received for a proposed Satellite filing which is not technically compatible with a UAE Planned Assignment / Allotment / national frequency plan, the concerned Applicant will be required to obtain the agreement of the Operator of the affected Assignment before the Authority will submit the new filing to the ITU BR.
Question 5: Do you agree with the proposed changes to this article? Would you include any additional changes?



Article (5)
[bookmark: _Hlk512358962]Satellite Coordination Meetings
6 
5.1 In accordance with Article 9 of the ITU RR, Administrations may conduct meetings as a way of coordinating their Assignments.
I - Requests for bilateral/multilateral Satellite coordination meetings between Administrations made by the Authority
5.2 [bookmark: _Ref497821807]When an Administrative-level bilateral or multilateral Satellite coordination meeting is required by an Applicant or Operator, this Applicant or Operator may make a request to the Authority for the same, indicating the requirements to be fulfilled by the proposed meeting and identifying the coordination agreements that need to be concluded.
5.3 Where the concerned Applicant or Operator wishes to hold this meeting prior to a certain date, it should make the request to the Authority at least two (2) months prior to this date.
5.4 When the Authority receives the request under 5.2 it should study it and may return it to the requesting Applicant or Operator with comments, if any.
5.5 [bookmark: _Ref497821818]However, if the Authority agrees to the request received under 5.2, it should inform all Applicants and Operators about the requested meeting, asking them to indicate their interest in participating in this meeting and, if so, to provide a list of their requirements to be fulfilled by this meeting and to and identify the coordination agreements that need to be concluded. The Authority should allow ten (10) working days for the Applicants and Operators to respond.
5.6 Based on the comments received from the Applicants and Operators under 5.5, the Authority should present a request for the meeting to the concerned Administration. The concerned Applicant(s) and Operator(s) shall be informed accordinglyof this request. 
5.7 The Authority shall forward replies from the concerned Administration to the concerned Applicant(s) and Operator(s).
5.8 [bookmark: _Ref497821859]If the proposed meeting is agreed, the Authority will coordinate with the concerned Administration on one side and with the concerned Applicant(s) and Operator(s) on the other side to reach to an agreed meeting venue, dates and agenda.
5.9 If the proposed meeting venue, dates and agenda are finalized, the following information should be provided to the Authority by the concerned Applicant(s) and Operator(s) at least twenty (20) working days prior to the meeting date:
5.9.1 a list of participants from each Applicant or Operator;
5.9.2 technical analysis of the coordination requirements between Satellite Networks of the concerned Administration and Satellite Networks operated by each Applicant or Operator; and
5.9.3 the proposed coordination meeting plan and strategy of each Applicant or Operator.
5.10 [bookmark: _Ref202365517]Applicants or Operators should send a brief report to the Authority, as appropriate, on the coordination results after each meeting.
II - Requests for bilateral/multilateral Satellite coordination meetings between Administrations received from other Administrations
5.11 [bookmark: _Ref202365484]When the Authority receives a request for an Administrative-level bilateral or multilateral Satellite coordination meeting from another Administration, it will study it, and will inform all Applicants, or as appropriate all Operators, of the requested meeting, asking them to indicate their interest in participating in such a meeting.
5.12 If the Authority has certain comments on the request received under 5.11, it may respond directly to the requesting Administration with its comments.
5.13 [bookmark: _Ref202365496]After the date of informing the Applicant(s) and Operator(s) under 5.11, the Authority should allow fifteen (15) working days for the Applicant(s) and Operator(s) to indicate their interest in participating in the requested meeting, and, if so, to list their requirements to be fulfilled by that meeting and to identify the coordination agreements that need to be concluded.
5.14 If an Applicant or Operator does not respond to the request made by the Authority under 5.11 within the deadline mentioned in 5.13, it will be considered that the Applicant or Operator has no interest in the proposed meeting. 
5.15 When the period mentioned in 5.13 expires, or when comments are received from all Applicant(s) or Operator(s), the Authority should respond to the requesting Administration accordingly as soon as reasonably practicable.
5.16 If the proposed meeting is agreed, ‎5.8 to 5.10 shall apply.

III - Satellite coordination meetings between Applicants and Operators
5.17 When an operator-level Satellite coordination meeting is agreed by an Applicant or Operator, as appropriate, the Applicant or Operator should inform the Authority in advance of the agreed date and agenda of that Satellite coordination meeting (“operator-level Meeting”).
5.18 When this operator-level Meeting is concluded, the Authority shall be given a copy of the final summary record and any produced agreement in order to approve or ratify them. The final decision to approve or ratify the final summary record of the operator-level Meeting is at the discretion of the Authority but shall not be unreasonably withheld.  If the Authority agrees to give its approval it will do so with one (1) month of its receipt of the final summary record and the relevant agreements.
Question 6: Do you agree with the replacement of this article with Article (6)? 



Article (6)
National Satellite Networks Coordination

1 [bookmark: _Ref202365562]
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
6.1 If any Applicant or Operator requires the coordination of its Satellite Networks with the Satellite Networks of another Operator, it shall request the Authority accordingly, providing details of the required coordination.
6.2 When the Authority receives the request under ‎6.1, it should study it, and inform the other concerned Operator about this required coordination.
6.3 The concerned Applicants or Operators, as appropriate, should make all reasonable efforts in order to reach coordination agreements between their respective Satellite Networks. The Authority shall be provided a copy of the agreement.
6.1 The process of coordination of Satellite Networks may include both international and national coordination.
6.1.1 International coordination of Satellite Networks shall follow Article 9 of the ITU RR. If an Administration-level bilateral or multilateral Satellite coordination meeting is required by an Applicant or Operator, this Applicant or Operator may make a request to the Authority for the same. Similarly, when the Authority receives a request for an Administrative-level bilateral or multilateral Satellite coordination meeting from another Administration, it will study it, and will inform all Applicants, or as appropriate all Operators, of the requested meeting. In addition, international coordination may also include interactions with other international entities.  
6.1.2 National coordination of Satellite Networks shall follow the process established by the NGSO Coordination Committee and in certain cases also follow the requirements from the Satellite Services Licensing Guide.
6.2 If coordination could not be reached between the concerned Applicants and Operators, adjudication will be undertaken by the Authority in such cases. Any decision of the Authority in such matter will be based on the national interest of the UAE.
Question 7: Do you think both the international and national coordination aspects are appropriate and clear? Would you modify anything?



Article (7)
[bookmark: _Hlk512359035]Ongoing Requirements of Operators
7 [bookmark: _Ref202365573]
7.1 Following the implementation of an ITU filing, the concerned Operator shall meet the following requirements on a continuing basis: 
7.1.1 to remain registered, to carry on business and to maintain an executive management presence, in the UAE; 
7.1.2 to maintain the ability to control the Satellite Network from the UAE by means of a TT&C facility; 
7.1.3 to comply with the ITU RR and all applicable domestic legislation, including any relevant regulations of the Authority, in relation to the Satellite Network; 
7.1.4 to the extent possible, take all reasonable measures to comply with all applicable legislation of all countries where services are delivered to or are originating from, using the Satellite Network; 
7.1.5 to provide relevant information to the Authority as requested by the Authority; and
7.1.6 to communicate promptly to the Authority if any significant changes to the planned services from those described in the Operator's original application.
7.2 If the requirements in 7.1 are not fulfilled the Authority has the right to make any decision with regards to Satellite Network filings as deemed necessary by the Authority.
7.3 An Operator should seek the permission of the Authority prior to making any ownership, control or operational changes that could impact its eligibility to be recognized as an Operator under these guidelines. The decision on the operations of all its UAE Satellite Network filings remains with the Authority.
7.4 The Operator shall provide a report to the Authority confirming and explaining its compliance with the requirements in 7.1 after bringing into use the Satellite Network. The report should set out the Satellite name and information on the company that built the spacecraft (unless the Satellite Network was brought into use using an existing in orbit spacecraft), the company that launched it, from where it was launched and, where it is not a newly launched spacecraft, the present and past ownership and licensing.
Question 8: Do you agree with the proposed changes to this article? 



Article (8)
[bookmark: _Hlk512359071]Transfer and Relinquishment of Satellite Network Filings
8 
8.1 An Operator may request the Authority to transfer the ownership or control of a filing to another Operator., whether the filing is one that is notified and recorded in the Master Register, or is still in the process of coordination, or in the advance publication phase.
8.2 Any such transfer requires the prior written consent of the Authority and is subject to the transferee organization providing evidence that it satisfies all due diligence requirements set out or referred to in 3.74.5.
8.3 An Operator may relinquish the use of an Assignment, whether in a Planned or Non-Planned band, and whether the Assignment has been notified and recorded in the Master Register or is still in the process of coordination. The relevant Operator and shall immediately notify such relinquishment or intended relinquishment to the Authority whereupon the Authority would make the decision with regards to the Assignment as deemed appropriate by the Authority.
Question 9: Do you agree with the proposed changes to this article? 



Article (9)
Fees
9 
9.1 In relation to the submission of an ITU Satellite filingNetwork Filing, the Authority willshall pass on any fees charged by the ITU BR to the Applicant. 
9.2 The In addition to the ITU BR charges, the Authority shall invoice the relevant Applicant for its applicable fees associated with Satellite Network filings to the relevant Operator, as per filings, in accordance with the Authority’s Spectrum Fees Regulations V2.0 and other applicable regulatory instruments. 
9.3 Non-payment of applicable fees within the specified timelines may result in suspension of the filing process or administrative closure of the application.
Question 10: Do you agree with the proposed changes to this article? 



Article (10)
Implementation 
10 
10.1 These guidelines are effective from the date of its issue and supersede any prior provisions on the subject matter. 


3 General comments

1 
2 
3 
3.1 Further to the specific matters and questions already discussed, please highlight any additional issues you believe are relevant for this consultation. When doing so, provide clear reasoning and explanation for your viewpoints. You are also encouraged to share input on possible ways such issues might be addressed, including observations on risks, opportunities, or practical considerations.
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